Memorial Service
In Celebration of the Life

Wettiam Granduil Carter, PED

June 28, 1940 to December 21, 1993
at
Angeles Mesa Presbyterian Church
3751 West 54th Street, Los Angeles, California 90043
Saturday, January 29, 1994
2:00 P.M.

Obituary

. William Grandvil Carter, Ph.D, was the youngest of six children from the union of
Albert Augustus Carter, Sr., and Augustine Pairs. Born June 28, 1940, in Buffalo New York, he
was christened at Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church of Buffalo, New York. The family
moved to Watts, California, when William, known to his family as “Grant”, was 3 years old,
where he attended public schools, graduating from Fremont High School in 1958.

At the age of 4, William began his earliest music training with his mother as his first
piano teacher. Subsequently, he studied piano, then organ, with dedicated private teachers
Dr. Rachel Eubanks and Fannie Benjamin, and sang during his childhood with the Mitchell
Boys Choir. He was active as a musician throughout his high school years.

Although it seemed to his family from his earliest youth that he was destined for the
ministry, Bill ultimately combined two callings into a music ministry that began when he was
but 14 years old, and extended over a span of nearly 40 years and across several denomina-
tions of Christian Fellowship, including Angeles Mesa, West Adams, and Belvue (Los Angeles),
and South Hills (Pomona) Presbyterian Churches;Ward and Grant (Los Angeles), St. Luke
(Sunnymead), and Johnson Chapel (Santa Ana) African Methodist Episcopal Churches; Meth-
odist Churches; Western Knoll (Los Angeles) Congregational Church; and Second (Los Angeles,
Santa Ana), Calvary (Santa Monica), and Friendship (Yorba Linda) Baptist Churches.

Bill began his college education at the University of California, Los Angeles, as a chem-
istry major, his father hoping he would pursue a career in medicine. But following a trium-
phant tour to Europe in 1964-65 as accompanist and singer with the California Jubilee Singers,
starring Robert McFerrin, Sr., he returned to the University of California at Los Angeles as a
music major, earning a Bachelor of Arts in Music Theory, Composition and Organ, in 1967. It
was during this year that his beloved eldest son, Darius Grandvil, was born to Evelyn Johnson.
“Uncle GrantBill”, as some of his nieces and nephews called him, completed the Master of Arts
in Music (Ethnomusicology) in 1971 at UCLA, with the thesis topic Ntahera Horn Ensemble of
the Dwaben Court, the same year his beloved second son, Grandvil Elliott, was born to Henrietta
McKee. His beloved third son, Jonathan Grandvil, was born to Henrietta McKee in 1973.






